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UPCOMING BASS LAKE EVENTS

CHRISTMAS DAY BRUNCH AT DUCEY'S
December 25th - 11 am to 4 pm
559-692-8857 www.BassLake.com

NEW YEARS EVE AT THE PINES WITH
FIREWORKS AT MIDNIGHT

December 31st

559-692-8857 www.BassLake.com




10 tips to winterize your home
When the temperature begins to drop, consider these maintenance and end-of-season tasks that will help you

winterize your home and protect your property.

We've gathered 10 simple tips for tasks like winterizing your home water pipes, avoiding heat loss and expen-
sive energy bills, and using warm air to your advantage so you can protect your home all winter long.

Follow these steps to prepare your home for winter:

1. Check the gutters.

Prevent ice dams by cleaning out your gutters, installing gutter guards and making sure your attic floor is properly insulated. The
attic itself should be well-ventilated and about 10 degrees warmer than the temperature outside.

2. Protect the pipes.

Protect against frozen pipes by insulating those that could be susceptible to freezing. When the temperature drops below 32 de-
grees Fahrenheit, keep a stream of water running in a few faucets to guard against freezing and bursting. To protect plumbing
under kitchen and bathroom sinks, consider opening the cabinet doors so warm air can surround the pipes.

3. Seal the cracks.

Caulk holes and openings around windows, doors, air conditioners and mail chutes to help prevent cold air from seeping in. You
can also install weather stripping and seals for an additional heat loss protection method.

4. Stop the slips, trips and falls.

Keep driveways and sidewalks clear of ice and snow and repair any issues with steps and handrails. You can also be prepared for
winter weather safety by keeping deicing salt handy for sprinkling on steps, sidewalks and your driveway. Be sure to read the di-
rections for proper distribution and protective gear.

5. Install an emergency release.

Consider installing an emergency pressure release valve in your plumbing system. This will protect against increased pressure
caused by freezing pipes and can prevent them from bursting. It's also a good idea to learn how to shut the water off and know
where your pipes are located.

6. Keep it cozy.

Set your thermostat to at least 65 degrees Fahrenheit and make sure your house or apartment is well-insulated. Consider installing
an energy efficient or programmable thermostat to help you keep warm air in the rooms you use the most without racking up high
energy bills.

7. Have your heating system checked.

Furnaces, boilers and chimneys should be serviced at least once a year to clear any buildup and to keep them running efficiently.

8. Test your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors.

Residential fires are more common in winter, so it is important that all your smoke detectors work. Check them monthly and re-
place batteries as needed. You should also consider installing a carbon monoxide detector to avoid inadvertently trapping the toxic
gas in your home.

9. Clear the yard.

Keep the trees trimmed and remove dead branches and debris from your yard. Ice, snow and wind can weaken trees and cause
branches to fall and potentially damage your home, car or even yourself and others.

10. House the hose.

Remove all garden hoses that are attached to the house, drain them and store them away. Shut off the valves and insulate the
faucet.

If you're heading south for the winter, you need to take extra precautions. Turn the water completely off and consider having the
plumbing system drained to keep pipes from freezing. Also, have a friend or neighbor check on your home regularly to look for any
issues. If a problem is detected, act quickly to minimize potential damage to your property.
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On November 26, 2024, Judge Stephen Bough granted final ap-
proval of the National Association of REALTORS® (NAR) settle-
ment agreement in the class action case related to broker com-
missions.

The California Association Of REALTORS® (C.A.R.) supports the
judge’s final approval as a reasonable and fair compromise that
allows REALTORS® and REALTOR® organizations nationwide to
move forward and serve consumers.

The agreement will resolve claims against NAR, over one million
NAR members, all state/territorial and local REALTOR® associa-
tions, all association-owned MLSs, and all brokerages with an
NAR member as principal that had a residential transaction vol-
ume in 2022 of $2 billion or less.

The judge’s approval of the settlement is an important step.

Article Courtesy of C.A.R. November 26, 2024
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